
Mrs. Stephanie Urmston 

Sixth Grade District Honor Choir Director 

Greenbrae Elementary/ Huffaker Elementary 

980 Wheatland Road 

Reno, NV  89511 
 

August 1, 2013 

 

Dear Sixth Grade District Honor Choir Parents and Students, 

 

I am so thrilled that you have been selected to participate in the Sixth Grade District Honor Choir of 2013!  As your 

director, I could not be more excited to have you here with me to put on one of the most wonderful performances that 

all of us will remember.  Your dedication to your musical education is obvious by your participation and it truly is an 

honor for me to be facilitating this experience.  I hope you love the songs that I have chosen and that you will join me 

with your energy, ready to work at each rehearsal to make some beautiful music. 

 

I know this is a very long letter, but in order for this event to be a success, we have some important guidelines for both 

parent and student to follow.  Please read through the entire form, as we do not want you to miss any important 

information.   

 Rehearsal Expectations 

 It is very important for all students to be present at all rehearsals.  Should a student miss two rehearsals they 

will be removed from the program and no refund will be given for any fees paid to include tickets. 

  Students are asked to be as prompt as possible, arriving by the 4:00 pm start time.  Even during warm-ups we 

will be working on concepts that will apply to our music and it is vital for students to be present during that 

time.  Our vocal chords need proper warming-up before singing such difficult pieces.   

 Students are expected to remain at the rehearsals until 5:15 pm.  I will personally dismiss the students.  If they 

leave early, they will be considered absent.  We do not want the students to miss out on some of the most vital 

information, which is often given out at the beginning and end of rehearsals.  

 Please arrive to the first rehearsal with the music memorized, but also bring the actual sheet music with you as a 

reference for the first couple of rehearsals.  I will let you know when it is not necessary to bring the music 

anymore.   

 Parents are more than welcome to stay for the rehearsals.  This is an excellent opportunity for you to watch 

your child and the choir progress from being individuals to being a cohesive group of singers.  However, there 

are a few important points if you choose to stay: 

o Cell phones must remain in silent mode and, should a call come through to you, please do not answer 

the call until you are outside of the rehearsal space.  Disruptions like these distract the students when 

they need to be focused on the music. 

o Silence from the audience is expected.  This is important for both the rehearsal and the actual 

performance.    

o Please do not bring small children to the rehearsals.  As a parent of a 2 year old, I understand how 

children’s behavior can change in an instant and, again, this can cause a major disruption to the 

rehearsal process.   

o Finally, please be aware that Huffaker ES where the rehearsals will take place dismisses at 3:30 pm. 

 



Performance Expectations (Wednesday, November 20, 2013) 

 Call-time is 6:15 pm.  Students must arrive at 6:15 pm for proper warm-up and placement. 

 Please dress as nice as possible.  Dresses for girls and button down shirts for boys are requested.   

 Parents are not allowed back stage.  This is where the magic of the performance begins and we do not want to 

ruin the surprise. 

 Please leave all coats, sweaters, purses, etc. with parents.  The teachers who are helping backstage are not 

responsible for items left backstage during the performance.  

 Please do not bring your sheet music with you to the performance.  You may give it to your music teacher at 

school the following day and s/he will return it to the music department. 

 Once your child is done performing, they will be sitting with the rest of the choir members for the remainder of 

the performance.  This is a phenomenal opportunity for your child to see what the middle and high school choirs 

can do and is often very inspiring.  Please do not remove your student from this experience prior to the end of 

the performance.   

 Please expect the performance to last a minimum of an hour.  The concert begins at 7:00 pm. 

 Again, please turn cell phones off during the concert and no talking while the students are performing.  Your 

child has worked hard for this experience and we greatly appreciate your support with this. 

 Finally, if you are proud of your child, please demonstrate this with loud applause and not by yelling out your 

child’s name or by hooting and hollering.  It is also acceptable to stand at the end of the performance to show 

your appreciation for the performers sharing their talents with you; we would be truly honored if you 

demonstrate your affection in this manner. 

 

While I know this is a lot to absorb, I greatly appreciate you taking the time to read everything.  This is a huge 

undertaking for the multitude of people involved and we want to make this one of the most special experiences for your 

child, one that they will talk about with their own children some day.  I greatly appreciate your dedication to your child’s 

musical education and your support for the excellent music program, which the teachers and administration of Washoe 

County School District have built.  It is because of supportive parents like you that we have been listed as one of the “top 

school districts in the nation for music education” by NAMM.  It is with great honor that I have been selected as this 

year’s honor choir director and I thank you personally for giving me the opportunity to work with your child.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Stephanie Urmston 

Sixth Grade District Honor Choir Director 2013 

 

 

 


